THE GREAT DALTON REVIVAL IN THE ARMY OF TENNESSEE WINTER QUARTERS

1863-64

 A Confederate Soldier’s Diary Entry

“The winter is wearing away, and soon our battle flags will have to be unfurled to the breezes of spring, and the lines of gray will have to be drawn up---a living wall, against which the tide of invasion, it is hoped, will beat in vain.

“The old year closed down upon us with defeat, disaster.  May the present year bring us victory and success.  The hour is dark and full of gloom, but such generally comes before the dawning of beautiful day.”1 

The above quote was taken from the wartime diary of Confederate soldier John S. Jackman of the Army of Tennessee in Dalton, Georgia, dated January 18, 1864.
The Union War Plans and Military Build Up

During the winter of 1863-64, the Union army commanded by U. S. General William T. Sherman was amassing a huge military machine with plans to begin a spring offensive drive toward Atlanta and his subsequent “March To The Sea.”  Union President Abraham Lincoln and overall U. S. Military Commander General Ulysses S. Grant gave Sherman their full support and they supplied his army with everything he asked for- including the newly-invented Spencer repeating rifles.  Some historians have written that this was the best-equipped army of soldiers and horses that the world had ever seen up to that time.  

  The Confederate Soldiers Built Chapels

While all of this was taking place, the proud, battle-scarred, ragged, and hungry members of the Confederate Army of Tennessee were huddled in their winter log huts in Dalton, Georgia. 

“A great revival began at Dalton.  Many crude log chapels were built by soldiers of different brigades.  The one built by Brown’s Brigade had to be enlarged twice.  Finally the side logs were removed to accommodate more worshipers.  Following the evening roll call the soldiers would rush to get as close to the preaching as possible.
  Christian Materials Distributed

“’Rev. S. M. Cherry, a Methodist minister, in April alone distributed 130 Bibles, 8,000 copies of the Herald, 400 copies of the Soldier’s Paper, and 850,000 pages of tracts.  Thousands of soldiers thronged their camp altars giving their hearts to God, asking for church membership, and being baptized.  ‘They literally went from the altar to their entrenchments—from their knees to the battle—still singing the songs of Zion.’”2

“One chaplain explained: ‘The whole army is a vast field, ready and ripe to the harvest…The susceptibility of the soldiery to the gospel is wonderful, and doubtful as the remark may appear, the military camp is most favorable to the work of revival.  The soldiers, with the simplicity of little children, listen to and embrace the truth.”3

  Confederate Generals Receive Jesus Christ As Savior And Lord
More and more as these brave soldiers suffered against the relentlessly overwhelming odds of the Union army they came to realize that their only sure hope was in God above.  Among the battle-hardened veteran Confederate generals who repented of their sins and put their trust in Jesus Christ alone for their eternal salvation were Generals William J. Hardee, John Bell Hood, and Joseph E. Johnston.  All three, at one time or another, served as the overall commander of the Army of Tennessee.  Another Commanding General of the Army of Tennessee was General Braxton Bragg who was led to the Lord and baptized just months earlier by Confederate chaplain Dr. E. C. Quintard at Shelbyville, Tennessee. 

“A Mississippi soldier wrote in a letter home: ‘The religious spirit transcended rank.  Lieutenant-General {Leonidas} Polk, an Episcopalian bishop in civil life, baptized Generals Johnston, Hardee, and Hood while at Dalton.  Particularly touching was the baptism of Hood, who, unable to kneel because of his amputated leg, supported himself on a crutch and bowed his head…Nearly all of our first generals have joined the Church.’”4

Confederate and Union Soldiers Converted

 Bible leagues, church denominations, and missionary societies distributed thousands of gospel tracts and Bibles to the men in the artillery, infantry, and cavalry camps and in the hospitals in and around Dalton.  It is estimated that perhaps as many as 300,000 to 350,000 soldiers converted to Christianity from both Confederate and Union armies during the war years of 1861-1865.  It is believed that nine out of every ten Southern men who entered the ministry immediately after the war had determined to do so while serving as Confederate soldiers.  Their former ranks ranged from private to general! The soldiers knew that they might never see their loved ones alive on this earth again.  Despite the great Southern victory at the Battle of Chickamauga in September, the fall of Vicksburg and the defeats at Gettysburg, Missionary Ridge, and Lookout Mountain during the last half of 1863 were very disheartening to the Southern people. These soldiers of the South were as determined to continue the fight for their freedom and their cause as the soldiers of the North were determined to put an end to the struggle once and for all and to preserve the Union.  Hope seemed to be fading for these Southern soldiers in the great fight for what they considered a just and righteous cause to drive the Northern invaders from Southern soil, for the Rights of the States guaranteed under the Constitution, and for Southern independence from the huge centralized Federal government.  They realized that they needed a supernatural strength to endure to whatever end that Divine Providence had ordained for them.

  Chaplains
“The biography of John B. McFerrin contains several accounts of a revival at Dalton, Georgia, which lasted from December 1863 to May 1864.  The Rev. S. M. Cherry recalls that Dr. McFerrin preached with such power and success that thousands made professions of faith in the spring of 1864.

“The Rev. R. G. Porter said, ‘At the time Dr. McFerrin came to us at Dalton there was a deep and most wonderful revival of religion sweeping all over the army.  I have never witnessed a deeper or more wonderful work of grace in my life…His coming and his preaching were always hailed with joy…He had a way of walking right inside of a soldier’s heart and taking possession at once…he was a man of the people – ‘one of the boys’ as the soldiers put it.

“Rev. Warner Moore remembered that as McFerrin preached and prayed thousands heard and repented and believed, and in heaven greeted him as the happy instrument in their salvation.

“Dr. McFerrin was a noted Methodist minister in Nashville, Tennessee for many years.  He told his biographer:

“Preaching was kept up in Dalton every night except four for nearly four months, and in the camps all around the city preaching and prayer meetings occurred every night.  The soldiers erected stands, improvised seats, and even built log churches, where they worshipped God in spirit and in truth.  The result was glorious; thousands were happily converted and were prepared for the future that awaited them.  Officers and men were alike brought under religious influence.  Our custom was to admit persons into any Church they might choose, while in an army association we were all one.”5

While the revivals in the Southern armies ebbed and flowed at different times during the war years, the faithful daily ministering by the chaplains, dedicated ladies, and the laymen in the camps, hospitals, prisons, and on the march were very much needed and very much appreciated by the men.  These dedicated servants of God consistently sowed the seeds of the Gospel in the hearts of the soldiers thereby laying the groundwork for the great harvest of souls that followed during the course of the war. 

A Confederate officer wrote that “It was to the credit of the preachers that were with the army that they were faithful to the sick and wounded and did valuable service in battle in helping to take the wounded from the battlefield, and in procuring shoes and clothing for the needy and delicacies for the sick and the wounded. 

“Dr. C. T. Quintard, an Episcopalian, was chaplain of the First Tennessee Infantry during the whole war, and Sam Watkins wrote that during the days of the week he ministered to them physically, and on Sundays spiritually.  ‘He was one of the purest and best men I ever knew…He would march and carry his knapsack every day the same as any soldier.  He was a good doctor of medicine as well as a good doctor of divinity, and above either of these he was a good man…Dr. Quintard’s nature was one of love.  He loved the soldiers, and the soldiers loved him, and deep down in his heart of hearts was a deep and lasting love for Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the world, implanted there by God the Father Himself.’

“Such men as these dedicated chaplains made life a little easier for the soldiers of the Army of Tennessee.  They were led to the throne of God who relieved their burdens, forgave their sins, and gave them life everlasting.”6

  How Can You Receive Christ?
We must remember that the souls of the old heroes of both sides and the souls of their family members of their generation are all in eternity now-every single one. 

What about you?  Where will you spend eternity?  Do you have an assurance that heaven will be your home forever one day? What did these men, women, and children hear to make them turn to the God of love, truth, grace, mercy, and eternal salvation in their time of greatest trial?  What did they do to receive this great gift of forgiveness and salvation from the penalty of their sins?  

The message that transformed the lives of these veteran battle-tested soldiers is essentially the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  It is the following simple message:

Do you know for certain that you have eternal life?    “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have Everlasting Life.” (John 3:16).
Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23).

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23).

“We are saved by grace [the goodness of God] through faith; not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9).
Jesus says in Revelation 3:20:  “Behold, I stand at the door {of your heart} and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with me.”
What To Pray To Open Your Door To Invite Jesus Christ Into Your Life And Know Your Sins Are Forgiven And You Have Eternal Life:

“Lord Jesus, I need You.  Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins.  I know that I have sinned and need Your forgiveness.  I ask You to come into my life, forgive me of my sins, and be my Lord and Savior.  Thank You for saving me and giving me Eternal Life.  Lord, help me daily to grow spiritually and to live for You.  In the precious and holy name of Jesus Christ, Amen.”7

If you prayed that prayer then believe his Word (have faith) that He is now in your life because He said He would come in. He is holy and He doesn’t lie.  Your sins are forgiven and when you die you’ll go to Heaven.  He promises He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Just as importantly, you just began a vital personal relationship with your living and resurrected Savior!  Please contact me and I will give you some literature to help you begin to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ!  It is the most important decision you will ever make.  Just as you have a physical birthday you now have a spiritual birthday.  Please remember the date of your spiritual birthday-the date you were born again into God’s kingdom of light and life eternal.  

God says in I Peter 2:9,10: “You were called out of [spiritual] darkness into God’s marvelous light to show forth the praises of Jesus Christ.”  

God says in Isaiah 43:1: “I have called you by name.  You are mine.”  
Contact Me

If you prayed the prayer and invited Jesus Christ into your life, or if you have any questions to ask about what you just read, please contact me so I can send you some valuable materials to help you grow in your relationship with God.   I may be reached at the following address: 

Chaplain Jeff Young

3141 Dolly Ridge Drive

Birmingham, Alabama 35243.

E-mail: jeffreyhyoung@bellsouth.net
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